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This 30th Anniversary Celchration is a look back mto
our lesbian feminist past. In some ways it is a sad trip, so

Dravid.

Are there any of us honored while still living? Yes,
Catherine Nicholson and Hamriet Desmoines, founders of
Sindsrer Wisdom, Pat Meller and Chris Roerden write
about the founders and the magazine as does Merril
Mlushraoom,

many of our vital lesbian femi-
nisis are no longer with us. They
died tos young of breast cancer,
colon caneer, liver cancer, heart
attack.

Tee Corinng's solarized pho-
tograph of two waoimen making
love is on the cover of this issue.
While actually modeled by two
hetarosexual women, the pholo-
graph has become an icon for
lesbiens,

Somme of us have lived
through all those 30 vears wilh
Sinister Wisdom. 1met the origi-
nators of Sinisier Wisdem at the
Women in Print Conference in
Ormaha, Mebraska in 1976,
where | took their phatograph
ngw in the une Amold Collec-
tion amd in the Archive at the
University of Oregon.

Tee Corinne once asked the
famous photographer Ruth Bem-
b what Tee shonld photo-
craph and was told o take por-
traits of well known women, We
have ten of these famous por-
traits in the current issue.

There are tributes o Gloria
Anzaldua, Vickie Sears,

Janet Mason writes about Anita
Comwell and has a portrait of
her. 1 met Anita in Philadelphia at
a party when T was part of the
Women's Center. Alison Lawrie
wriles extensively about the Les-
bian Mation in Mew Zealand.

Jacqueline Elizabeth Letalian
tells us that starting in 1971 she
discovered the Women's Move-
ment and her leshian self. She
leamed who she really was and has
been delending that sel f ever since.
"Being a leshian is a complex will
of the spirit, the simple logic of the
heart: | am a woman, | love myself,
[ love women. I am a leshian be-
eause | am content to be a lesbian,”
she writes,

Bea Loud remembers a woman
she named Out Loud who was a
mentor to her, who she lost to de-
pression and swicide, while Denize
Hise writes of o professor never
named who had a profmmd effect
on her as her mentor,

Lavren Levey thought she
might be a leshian 3o looked for a
liberal college and chose Benning-
ton. An activist, she helped raise
money for a student who needed an

Jeannette Foster, Margaret
Sloan-Humter, Sarah Aldrich, Barbara Macdonald, Karen
Anna, Terri Jewell, Pat Parker, May Sarton, Monique Wit-
tig, Valerie Tavlor, Martha Courtot, Kay Gardner, Audre
Lorde, and Barbara Cameron.

Renate Stendahl writes about the Women's Memaorial
Labyrinth in Germany, 1000 women remembered. There
is @ tribute 1o Tina Grieg, an English woman by her friend
Kirsten Hearn.

Cathy Cade writes about Elizabeth Freeman, as does
Marge Melson. Cade also photographed her. Cathering
remembers Sharon Silvas, a publisher who encouraged
DEW Wrilers,

Marilyn Murphy remembers Barbara Deming. Collene
Regan is remem bered by Kathe Kirkbride and Alexandra
Girilikhes by Janet Mason who also remembers Almitea

abartion. She also was part of 2
group of women who got the curlew applying to women
dropped. She wonders why Sisterhood was so powerful
and attributes it to the culture she was then living in, she
and other women, largely lesbian. She wonders how it
might lbe re-constituted.

I also have a small piece “Two Strong Lesbians: Jean
Mountaingrove,” who is very much alive, who changed
my life, and Tee who encouraged my pholography. There
iz much more. [t is amazing how much leshian herstory
¢an be compressad into 152 pages, a ribute (o Fran Day's
editing.

Sinister Wisdom: A Multleultiral Jowrnal by & for Lesbilang
con be_fowd o the wed af wiew sinisterwisdom, org,



