Living as a Lesbian

what goes around comes around
or the proof is in the pudding
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Truthfulness, honor, is not something which springs ablaze
of itself; it has to be created between people. . . .
Adrienne Rich, “Women and Honor”

A woman in my shower crying.
All | can do is make potato salad
and wish | hadn’t been caught lying.

I dust the chicken for frying
pretending my real feelings too much a challenge
to the woman in my shower crying.

| forget to boil the eggs, time is flying,
my feet are tired, my nerves frazzled,
and | wish | hadn’t been caught lying.

Secondary relationships are trying.
I'd rather roll dough than be hassled
by women in my shower crying.

Truth is clarifying.
Pity it’s not more like butter.
| wish | hadn’t been caught lying.

Ain’t no point denying,

my soufflé won’t even flutter.

| withhold from the woman in my shower crying
afraid of the void I filled with lying.



